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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To eliminate differences in 
diffraction efficiencies among respective division areas 
of a diffraction element and to perform an accurate 
tracking control without generating an offset in 
tracking error signals in an optical pickup device 
utilizing the diffraction elements. 

SOLUTION: In this optical pickup device provided with a 
light source, an optical system for converging light 
from a light source on a recording medium and leading 
return light from the recording medium to a diffraction 
element, diffraction elements for diffracting the return 
light to a photodetector side and a photodetector for at 
least detecting a focus error and a tracking error based 
on the return light diffracted by the diffraction 
element; grating pitches of an area farthest from the 
photodetector 7 of the diffraction element 2 and the 
area closest to the photodetector 7 of the diffraction 
element 2 are almost the same and the photodetector 7 is 
arranged between the light source and the diffraction 
element 7 in the optical axis direction of the light source. 
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